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WORD

into my feet,

path.

405

From the Senior

ASTOR’S Desk

Dear people of God,
Greetings in the Holy name of Jesus Christ!

The Lord is good and his love endures forever!!

This month, we will reflect on the Holy Bible, a book revered by
many around the world. For approximately 2.4 billion people, the
Bible is their sacred text. In terms of consistency and continuity,
no other book compares. Remarkably, it was written by nearly 40
different authors over a span of 1,400 years. The Bible honestly
and sincerely recounts the lives of great individuals. It has the
power to transform lives and remains one of the most widely
circulated books in history.

Every chapter, word, and letter of Scripture is inspired, as
affirmed in Matthew 5:18, which emphasizes that all Scripture is
divinely inspired. The Bible is theopneustic, meaning it is "God-
breathed." The Scriptures contain the life-giving truth that God
has breathed into them because God is the ultimate author of the
entire Bible. Therefore, the Bible is authentic and trustworthy in
all its teachings about God, humanity, life, death, history, science,
and everything else it addresses. The Holy Spirit spoke through
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.. .. Senior Pastor’s Message

and worked in the prophets (Numbers 24:2-4), and men spoke
from God when they were moved by the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:21).

The New Testament authors consistently used phrases such as
"it is written," "it says," "God says," and "the Scriptures say" to
affirm the authority of Scripture. The Bible is valuable for
teaching, exposing sin, correcting errors, restoring obedience,
and training in righteousness. It instructs people on how to live
according to God's will in both public and private life— encou-
raging honorable behavior, moral courage, and integrity. The
Bible offers us eternal life (1 Peter 1:23), spiritual cleansing
(Ephesians 5:26), spiritual strength (Psalm 119:28), the power to
heal our bodies (Matthew 8:16), spiritual cleansing (Ephesians
6:17), and the building of faith (Romans 10:17).

Augustine of Hippo said, "Let us, therefore, yield ourselves
and bow to the authority of the Holy Scriptures, which can neither
err nor deceive." Martin Luther replied, "Unless | am convinced
by testimonies of Scripture or by evident reason-for | believe
neither the Pope nor Councils alone, since it is established that
they have often erred and contradicted themselves-l am the
prisoner of the Scriptures cited by me, and my conscience has
been taken captive by the Word of God. Here | stand. | can do no
other. God help me. Amen." A man of God said, 'in this one book,
are the two most interesting personalities in the whole world—
God and yourself." “Men do not reject the Bible because it
contradicts itself, but because it contradicts them.” The more you
read the Bible, the more you love it; the more you love it, the more
youreadit.

Charlotte Elliot (Poet, author of the Hymn “Just as | am”) says,
“The Bible is my church. It is always open, and there is my High
Priest ever waiting to receive me. There | have my confessional,
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. ... Senior Pastor’s Message

my thanksgiving, my psalm of praise, a field of promises, and a
congregation of whom the world is not worthy—prophets and
apostles, and martyrs and confessors—in short, all | can want,
therelfind.”

God bless you.
With blessings
Rev. Dr. Andrew B Natarajan,

Senior Pastor.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

MAY 1 - MAY 7
9AM TO 12PM

FOR NGES 3 - 18
REGISTRATION FEE: 300

TRANSPORT AVAILABLE!
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May - 2025
' WORSHI

SCHEDU

Annual Theme

“You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy’
(Leviticus 19:2)

Lty

WORSHIP
Tgef

“The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of
the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes;” - (Psalm 19:8 ESV)

P
B

»

4 May 2025 11 May 2025
3rd Sunday after Easter 4th Sunday after Easter
7.00 AM 7.00 AM
Theme: Seek and Read Theme: Commandments are Holy
Text: Isaiah 34:16-17 Text: Romans 7:12
Preacher: Preacher:
Rev. R.J. Christopher Rev. Dr. Andrew B Natarajan
Bible Reading : Bible Reading :
Mr. Princely Samuel Dr. Selvaraj
9.00 AM 9.00 AM
Theme: Seek and Read Theme: Commandments are Holy
Text: Isaiah 34:16-17 Text: Romans 7:12
Preacher: Preacher:
Rev. R.J. Christopher Rev. Dr. Andrew B Natarajan
Bible Reading : Bible Reading :
Mrs. Irene Rachel Jones Mrs. Grace Pramodhini Benjamin
6.00 PM 6.00 PM
Theme: Blessed Man [Theme: Power of the WORD of God|
Text: Psalms 1 Text: Isaiah 55:8-11
Preacher: Preacher:
Mr. Vijaykumar Rev. R.J. Christopher
Bible Reading : Bible Reading :
Mr. Niranjan G. Paul Mrs. Anita Ranjit
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18 May 2025

5th Sunday after Easter
7.00 AM
Theme: Successful man
Text: Joshua 1:1-9
Preacher:
Rev. R.J. Christopher
Bible Reading :
Dr. Ratnaraj P.J.

25 May 2025

6th Sunday after Easter

7.00 AM
Theme: Wisdom of God
Text: Psalm 119:97-104
Preacher:
Rev. Dr. Andrew B Natarajan
Bible Reading :
Mr. Harris E.S.A

9.00 AM

Theme: God Breathed Scriptures
Text: 1Timothy 3:16-17
Preacher:

Mr. Ravi Martin
Bible Reading :

Mrs. Caroline Martyn

9.00 AM

Theme: Wisdom of God
Text: Psalm 119:97-104
Preacher:

Rev. Dr. Andrew B Natarajan
Bible Reading :

Dr. Mrs. Florence Chandran

6.00 PM

Theme: Successful man
Text: Joshua 1:1-9
Preach
Rev. R.J. Christopher
Bible Reading :
Mr. Eric Paul Rajendran

6.00 PM

Theme: Revelation of God
Text: Revelation 1:1-3
Preacher:

Dr. Prince Samuel
Bible Reading :

Dr. John Paul Amrithraj

All Fellowship groups,
Cell Groups, Bible Study
will take a break for
summer and will

resume from June
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VHIEBj

for

May 4th PROMISE

The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing
the heart; The commandment of the Lord is
pure, enlightening the eyes. Psalms 19:8

May 11th COMMAND

As the Father loved Me, I also have loved
you; abide in My love... John 15:9

May 18th PROMISE

If you keep My commandments, you will
abide in My love, just as I have kept My

Father's commandments and abide in His
love. John 15:10

May 25th COMMAND

Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to
send out laborers into His harvest.
Matthew 9:38

NKJV Version
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Spiritul Gift

of

GIVING

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!

| thank God and the WSCS president Mrs. Daisy
Pradeep for giving me an opportunity to share the word
of God in your midst. The passage for our meditation is
from Romans 12:6-9.

Our focus is on “if it is contributing to the needs of
others, let him give generously.” The church is the body
of Christ, and Christ is the head of the church. In Christ,
we are many, but form as one body, and each member
belongs to one another and responsible to each other.
Each one has a different gift according to the grace given
to us. St. Paul brought out the giving as one of the
spiritual gifts and whoever gives, let them give in
generosity.

Atthe outset, we should be very clear in our mind and
understanding about the giving and gift of giving. The
redeemed community of Israel and the Church has very
clear mandate that every one is obligated, mandated to
give to the support of the community sustenance and
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. ... Spiritual Gift of Giving

the ongoing ministry of the Church. But the generosity
of giving is the gift of the Holy Spirit. Hence, the basic
givingis the duty and responsibility of every believer but
giving liberally to various causes are the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

Generosity is endorsed with love and compassion,
poverty and insufficiency, interest for commonwealth.
This giving is comprised of time, talent, sharing the
knowledge and possessions, positions, and appreciating
others, esteeming others are part of the generosity.

First let us learn the real meaning of the word giving
from a few words of Greek used in the Bible. The word
giving comes from the root word 'DIDOMI' = “to give.”
The Greek word 'DOSIS' to mean the “act of giving, or a
gift itself, generous giving” out of need and insufficient
fund situations, it is not the overflow but giving out of
love to others. 'DOTES' refers to “the giver” The word
'METADIDOMI' is used to denote “share, to impart”
whatever you can. The word 'EUMETADOTOS' means
“willing to share, ready to impart” to the one who is in
need.

To acknowledge the “gracious gift or free gift” we use
the word 'CHARISMA'. ELEEMOSYNE means “alms” or
charity. The word 'Prosphora' means “offering or
sacrifice”
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. ... Spiritual Gift of Giving

GENEROSITY:

'GENNAIODORIA' means generosity.
GENNAIODOROS means generous, liberal, voluntarily
giving. Freewill giving. The English word generosity
derived from two Latin words: 1. Genere — beget,
produce, create, came to exist, bring to life. 2. GENUS —
birth, decent, origin (Father, family, nation, race, class...)

The act of giving can be learnt only from God the
Father, who gave His only begotten son Jesus Christ to us
in order to save us and to have eternal life. God's
Generosity is expressed in Mathew 20:1-16, Jesus
narrating a parable of “labourers in the vineyard”, where
he shows the God's Grace and generosity is mere based
onfreegiving. We learn the act of giving through 3 steps
that Jesus followed in His life and ministry. Love,
obedience and responsibility.

The relationship between God the father and Jesus
Christis bound with love. Also, he loved ustoo. Agape—
unconditional divine love. Whoever we are and
however we are, when we approach him, he is Eveready
to accept and show his abundant love to us. His
responsibility is to redeem the humanity, and he
emptied himself, took the servant form, born in human
form, humbled himself by becoming obedient to the
father, to the point of death on the cross and made a way
for salvation and eternal life. Whoever believes Jesus as
God and Savior will be saved and have eternal life.
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. ... Spiritual Gift of Giving

Illustration: A basket full of apples, and one or two
rotten. When | say take each one fruit. Then what will
you do...The first one will pick up the best and the least is
left with the rotten one....Generosity is learnt from the
first one picks the rotten and leaves the best to the
others. The love and compassion is derived through this
act.

A mother who takes care of her home the best. How
does she be with children, husband and whole
household? A mother loves and compassionately does
everything best to her household. In later ages, when
some dispute comes between the children or with
anybody, what would be the reaction of the mother?
She boast herself of her sacrificial services to them. Is
that called generosity? Whatever we do should not
expect anythingin return. Jesus with much love, obeyed
to the God Father's will and humbly gave His life on the
cross, and accomplished His responsibility according to
the Father's will. Jesus never said anywhere that he had
sacrificed his life for us. Hence, generosity is only
fulfilling the responsibility rely on us and not expecting
anything in return. Remember the responsibility and
executive with love, and obedience.

Proverbs 31: 30 one who fear the Lord is the blessed

woman. The surprise reward comes from the family and
people around us. Any celebration, be done with the
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. ... Spiritual Gift of Giving

people who cannot pay back to us. Luke 14:14. The act of
giving, should come out of LOVE. Love has no restric-
tions or limitations. Love is generous. It is imbibed in all
creations. Butonly when we exercise it, love is lacking. If
we really have the salvific experience, we give gener-
ously with love.

Abraham and Lot, when they were blessed and flocks
were multiplied, Abraham called Lot and said, the whole
land is before you, if you take the left hand will go to
right, if you take the right hand | will go to the left. What
a generous giving it is? When Jesus and his disciples
were in mission and moving around, some women
supported them with what they had. Luke: 8:2-3. Lydia
opened her house for worship in Macedonia where the
church at Phillip was established. Tabitha who shared
her love with doing good to the widows and helping the
needy. The Churches in Macedonia gave out of their
extreme poverty to support the ministry in Jerusalem. 2
Corinthians 8:1-4

Giving to God and to ministry out of poverty: A widow
offered 2 small copper coins at the temple was received
with high honour. Luke 6:38 “Give and it will be given to
you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together
and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with
what measure you use, it will be measured to you”
Proverb 3:9-10 “Honour the Lord with your wealth, with
the first fruits of all your crops; then your barns will be
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. ... Spiritual Gift of Giving

filled to overflowing and your vats will brim over with
new wine”

| Chronicles 29:14, David says, “But who am | and who
are my people, that we should be able to give generously
as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given
you only what comes from your hand. We are aliensand
strangersin your sight, as were all our forefathers”

In the early church, they practised to share the poss-
essions with all. Acts 4:32. by sharing the possessions,
there were no needy personsamong them. Ananiasand
Sapphira, on hearing the word, became believer and
pledge to offer their possession. But later they decided
to sell a piece of their property and kept back a portion
for themselves in order to show that they also generous
giver to the church and also wanted to maintain the
status among the others in the society. The act of their
giving was to please God and the society.

So, when Ananias came to the apostle and kept the
money before them. Peter asked how he lied before
Holy Spirit, didn't it belong to you before it was sold?
And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal?
What made you to think of doing such a thing? You have
not lied to men but to God. His wife also lied and both
died on the spot. This example reminds us Jesus' words
in Mathew 6:1-4 while giving we should not be like
hypocrites, giving should be for the common good of the
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. ... Spiritual Gift of Giving

body of Christ, it should not be for personal glory or for
recognition.

Acts 20:35 “itis more blessed to give than to receive”.
While giving our hand is up and the receivers' hand is
low. Mark 12: 30 “Love the Lord your God with all your
heartand with all your soul and all your mind and with all
your strength. Love your neighbour as yourself”

Repentance brings the new relationship with God.
God's love abides in us. When we commit our lives with
humility and seek his face for salvation, that shows how
much love do we have in him. Love leads obedience.
Obedience to the word brings blessings of joy, and
peace. Obedience leads to a greater responsibility for
fulfilling the will and purpose of God in us. Gift of
generous giving starts from there. The Holy Spirit
inspires to give more to His service and extension of His
kingdom. Sharing and caring the people around is our
responsibility. We should not expect any reward for it. It
is to carry out with love as God loved us. We are the
channel of love to many through the generous giving
and lifting them to glorify God.

May the Lord bless each one of us. Amen.

- Rev. Uma Natarajan
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The Episcopal Leaders -

Bishop Dr. Anilkumar Servand and District
Superintendent Rev. Sam Sudalaiyandi.
The Pastors and Office Staff.

Ministries of Christ Methodist Church,
Vaitheeswaran Koil

Parsonage Construction at Chidambaram.
Those who are sick and in pain, especially
Mrs Priya David, Mrs. Janette Michael and
Ms. Adline Shuba.

Those seeking job and life partner.

The Sunday School, MYF, Young Adults,
WSCS, Methodist Men, Elders Fellowship,
Cell groups, Bible Study, AMC choirs, Prayer
walk, Prayer station, Seekers Care Group
and Aspire Group.

The Union and State Governments.

The Global affairs - economy, ecology,
peaceful atmosphere.

General Conference 28" April to 4" May
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